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New Tooth Whitener Could
Enhance Teeth's Natural Healing
Ability
Tooth whiteners that could enhance teeth's natural healing ability may soon be available in over-the-counter gels

and strips, according to a dental researcher who shared his team's latest findings today at the American Dental
Association's national media conference. 
 According to Frederick Eichmiller, D.D.S., director of the American Dental Association's Paffenbarger Research Center
(PRC) in Gaithersburg, MD, PRC scientists have created a â€œwhite with mightâ€• whitening formula that contains
tooth remineralization agents. 
 
 Dr. Eichmiller explained that whitening can often open naturally occurring pores within teeth. These open tooth pores
can cause temporary sensitivity to air as well as hot and cold food and drinks, a common side effect from tooth
whitening. 
 
 Saliva contains minerals teeth need to heal themselves by closing these pores, but this process is slow. The â€œwhite
with mightâ€• whitening formula replenishes essential minerals in teeth as it whitens, resulting in far fewer side effects
for consumers. 
 
 â€œIt's like having your cake and eating it, too, when it comes to tooth whitening,' Dr. Eichmiller stated, adding that
laboratory and human clinical trials on this â€œwhite with mightâ€• technology substantiate the gel's effectiveness.
Currently, the whitening gel and the remineralization ingredients are stored separately and combined just before
applying to teeth. Dr. Eichmiller said PRC scientists are working on combining the two into a single product which could
then be used in over the counter strips and paint on tooth whiteners. 
 
 The not-for-profit ADA is the nation's largest dental association, representing more than 152,000 members. The premier
source of oral health information, the ADA has advocated for the public's health and promoted the art and science of
dentistry since 1859. The ADA's state-of-the-art research facilities develop and test dental products and materials that
have advanced the practice of dentistry and made the patient experience more positive. The ADA Seal of Acceptance
long has been a valuable and respected guide to consumer and professional products. For more information about the
ADA, visit the Association's Web site at http://www.ada.org.
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